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Introduction
It is a well known fact that our country Ethiopia is the one of the ancient civilizations of the world, 
but currently most of its population is living in conditions below the poverty line. Most  of the people 
in the country work in very bad conditions, only to earn to the extent of”hand to mouth”. This is 
especially apparent to children who work many different jobs to support themselves as well as their 
families whilst attending schools.

During his childhood, ato Dawit Shanko was one of the children mentioned above. He worked as a 
listro (shoe shiner) to support himself and his family. Providentially, ato dawit was fortunate enough 
to overcome the hardships he had faced. Now, he is trying to help children who are in similar 
situation by founding and chairing an association, namely listros association which focuses mainly on 
working children, especially listros (shoe shiners). Thus this institution with the help of other donor 
organizations is performing several activities with the vision of assisting and supporting those who 
are still unfortunate and burdened with the responsibility of caring for themselves and their families 
at a very young age. Among the activities performed by the association, the material support and 
assistance to the schools where these children attend is the major one. This is meant to provide 
sufficient materials and infrastructures to the schools that are responsible for shaping these young 
minds into productive citizens with ethics and morality. In order to achieve this goal, studies were 
conducted in 10 different primary schools in Addis Ababa that are owned by the government that 
working students are mostly enrolled in. This was meant to study the deficiency and shortages of the 
necessary materials that are essential to qualify and categorize a certain school as fit to 
accommodate a certain number of students and also to prioritize as to which schools require 
immediate assistance.

The study was mainly conducted through the collection of data’s practical observation, as well as 
through interviews conducted on administrative officials, teachers, other staffs and the primary 
beneficiaries, the students. The study was accomplished by us, three female fresh graduates who in 
2012 finished our law degrees from Hawassa University. Our names are Hiwust Ashenafi, Heran 
Girma and Helina Dinku. At first, we entered this mission with the belief that it would be a simple 
task to figure out the needs of this schools since we had assumed that the schools would have been 
more or less better equipped. But as the study commenced we found the task to be very difficult and 
heart breaking. Most of these schools were under staffed and had a lot of shortages. We also learnt 
that lack of facilities were not the only problems that were deep-rooted in the school compounds. 
We witnessed and heard a lot of heart breaking stories from the students we had the chance to 
interview which helped us come up with our own method of participating and contributing to the 
cause.
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Academic problems

i. Library 

It is an obvious fact that in order to have a standardized school, having a well 
organized library is a must.  But in the schools we have visited, let alone a well 
organized library, there are some whose libraries only exist for show. Most of the 
libraries are not well built and are not wide enough to accommodate the existing 
students. They are made up of really old books that are not of use neither to the 
students nor the teachers since they are not published as per the current curriculum. 
There are more or less no reference materials, nor even working shelves. 

ii. Laboratory

Just like the libraries, the laboratories have major shortage of equipments as we 
know, general sciences like physics, chemistry and biology require practical 
knowledge and the theories need to be applied and shown to the students for better 
effect. The lack of laboratory instruments makes it impossible to show the students 
the practical application of what they were thought in class in order for them to 
grasp the maximum amount of knowledge if possible. As we have observed the 
laboratories that exist are only there for the sake of existence. They are not well 
equipped and the rooms are very narrow and cannot accommodate even half the 
students of a class room. Thus we can imagine what kind of education these students 
are being provided.

iii. ICT centers

as we know there are advancements in technology and the modernization of a 
certain place in our case a certain school is valued in its usage of computers, internet 
etc. the usage of computers need to be introduced to students at a very young age so 
that they can develop their skills practically. In our observation we have seen that not 
all schools have an IT center and those which do, have 9-15 computers most of which 
are out of use since they are second hand computers donated to them after being 
exhaustively used.
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Infrastructure

i. Classrooms and other facilities

When we think  of  making  schools  comfortable  for  the students,  the first  thing  that 
comes to mind is class rooms and its facilities like desks, black board, electricity etc. in  
our observation, we have witnessed that the floors of these class rooms are fractured, 
there are no ceilings, and the windows are either broken or the rays of the sun directly  
penetrate  the  class  room  through  them  making  the  class  rooms  extremely  hot  and 
saturated. Some of the desks are broken, the black boards are too used up and need 
fixing up and most  of  the doors  are  out  of  use.  For  the teachers  one of  their  main 
problems is that there are no tables and chairs for the teachers in the class rooms and 
they are forced to stand throughout the period and set their stuff on one of the student’s 
desks. These issues are basic for a school to provide but the lack of budget forces the 
schools to have to work without these fundamental facilities.

ii. Water taps

The provision of clean water for drinking is necessary especially for schools that serve a 
large number of students. Water is most important for the sustainability of life and for 
different other purposes. However, The water taps in the schools are not proportional to 
the number of students in the schools and most of the water taps found in these schools 
are out of use and the tankers where the clean water is stored is rusty and very dirty 
causing the students to suffer from bacterial diseases. The other major problem is the 
inexistence of separate water taps for the teachers. This forces the teachers to fight with 
the students for water.

iii. Toilets

The toilets in the schools are not proportional to the number of students in every school we 
have visited. Most of the toilets are either broken or too dirty to use. There is no water 
around the toilets so it is too hard to clean after use. Most of these toilets don’t have doors 
which is very difficult to imagine using a toilet in an open space. The most surprising 
observation is where in some schools both the teachers and the students share bathrooms 
and in order to avoid sharing, the teachers either wait till school is over or leave the school 
compound in the middle of the class to find some other place to use a toilet.
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iv. Dining rooms

As per the new curriculum schools work full day which means the students are 
expected to eat lunch at school. But due to the lack of a dining area at most 
schools, students are forced to eat their lunches in the middle of the school 
compound or in class rooms. This is the most pressing problem we have 
witnessed.

Extracurricular and recreational activities

i. Mini media

Mini-Medias  are  very  important  since  they  assist  in  transferring  and  communicating 
information to students. These information could be regarding global issues, new discoveries 
or  recreational  like  sports.  These  Mini-Medias  do  exist  in  the  schools  but  are  not  well  
equipped. They lack the necessary materials to run a successful and efficient mini media. 
Some of  these materials  include,  microphones,  speakers,  internet  access,  C.D players  or 
cassette players, cameras, notice boards etc. but most of these schools only work with an 
old microphone and a used up tape player. 

ii. Red cross clinics

The school compounds entertain a lot of injuries since it is not leveled. Thus the injured 
students seek medical attention which cannot be provided at these schools either because 
they are inexistent or the clinics that exist are not staffed nor contain even to the very least  
a first aid kit.

iii. Guidance and counseling service

These schools are composed of students that experience a lot of trauma in their lives and 
require  psychological  assistance frequently.  But  these schools  do not  have  the material, 
facilities nor the educated personnel which can serve the purpose of helping the students 
heal their psychological wounds. Therefore we can conclude that the schools are not able to 
meet the needs of these students with the problems we are trying to address. 
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iv. Recreational facilities

The existence of  playgrounds like foot ball,  basket ball  and volley ball  fields as well  the 
supply of the balls used for these games as well as the appropriate wardrobes is not only a 
part of the recreation and leisure time activity but also a part of the academic issue. Thus the 
lack  of  the  aforementioned  spaces  and  materials  implies  that  these  students  are  not 
receiving efficient and quality education.

v. Student and staff lounges

As a human being, people are required to rest after a period of work or play. It is also a fact 
that people may need to buy drinks or food while at school if they did not pack such items.  
There should be a well organized place or lounge where both teachers and students can rest  
and spend their leisure time while using drinks and food. But this is not the case for most of 
the schools. They do not have the privilege of having such facilities in their compound.
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